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“INTRODUCING THE MOST S/N- SENSATIONAL VILLAIN OF ALLTIME 


MOST 


WAS A 
| GAMBLER , 
A CHEAT, A 
CON MAN-- 


DESPERATION, 
HE TOOK THE 
BIGGEST 
GAMBLE OF 
HIS LIFE-— 
ONLY TO 


COST HIM 
His Lire! 


Yer, 
STRANGELY 
ENOUGH , 
HIS VERY 

DEATH 
GAVE HIM 
THE BIGGEST 
BREAK HE 

EVER HAD-- 
TO.BESA 
WINNER -- 
WHEN HE 

"BECAME -— 
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I SPLIT THE SPECTRE 
IN TWO! T--I CAN'T 
Bevieve (tT! 
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MY MINDS MADE UP! THIS Is 
MY LAST FLING WITH "LADY 
Lick “! STARTING TO- 
MORROW, ACE CHANCE 
FADES FROM THE SCENE 
ANDO EMBARKS ON A NEW 


HOPE I’M LUCKY TONIGHT-- 
I OWE BOOTH CODY TEN 
GRAND! BUT TEN G’Ss ARE 
PEANUTS COMPARED TO 
WHAT I’M GOING TO HAVE- 
AFTER I COURT AND MARRY 
MONA MARCY-- THE WORLD'S 


LIFE... 


WEALTHIEST WOMAN ! 


OF COURSE, AS OF THE MOMENT, 
MONA MARCY POESN'T EVEN 
“KNOW ME=-OR MY PLANS To BE 
HER FUTURE HUSBAND-— BUT 
I’M HANDSOME, SMART, AND 
LOADED WITH CHARM ! HOW 
CAN I MISS 2 


ILOST Ly ae LAST CENT ! 
TOO BAD FOR BOOTH 
copy! HE DOESN'T Ger 
HIS TEN GRAND! My 
BAD LUCK WAS HIS 
BAD LUCK / 


BCCTHLL GET HIS 
MONEYS WORTH -- 
bh WITH INTEREST 


FAR AWAY, CAPTAIN LI GOT ATIP THIS PLACE 
OF DETECTIVES JIM IS GOING TO BE ROBBED 
CORRIGAN !S CHECKING § TONIGHT BLIT ; 
THE DOORS OF THE EVERYTHING ‘ 
MARINE MUSEUM... SEEMS -— 


TWO MEN--CARRYING A CS 

SLUMPED FIGURE UP. 2 

ONTO THAT TANK OF jg 
LIQUID GAS ! pail 


ine 


Beroes THE FAR-OFF 
TECTIVE CAN INTERFERE 


AM--DEAP! I FEEL 
ATUGGING FORCE, 
PULLING A GHOSTLY 
SHAPE. OUT OF MY 


I SENSE--SOMEHOW-- 
I’M BEING DRAWN AWAY 
FROM EARTH-TIOWARP A 
MYSTIC. REALIN-— 
SORT OF HEREAFTER,. 


‘HOLD IT! DON'T You Guys! 
KNOW YOU CAN'T GET 
AWAY WITH MURDERZ 


Howe Ts : TROUBLE WITH | 

WHEN YOU MAKE YOU PUNKS IS-- 

ME SAY IT TWICE, YOU CAN'T FIGHT 

IGET TWICE @3 UNLESS YOU DO 
7 IT IN PACKS | 


AS DETECTIVE CORRIGAN STEEL WALLS ARE -) I'LL ENTER INTO HIS FROZEN 
REACHES DOWN FOR His NO BARRIER TO SHAPE-- REVITALIZE THE FAINT 
PRISONER--UP FROM HIS THE CYSEMBOPIEP }.._, LIFE-SPARK IF POSSIBLE ! 
aes RISES THE DISCARNATE = aes 


OF THE EERIE BEING 
TRE. 


MY ASTRAL POWERS TELL ME 


PETERS 
OUT .<« 


NEXT INSTANT--THE GHOST OF & 
ACE CHANCE=—- ON ITS WAY TO 
THE MYSTIC REALM... wm 
ANOTHER FORCE-- 

YANKING ME BACK, G 

TOWARD MY BODY | Je 


4 THE GAMBLERS ‘BODY 
ISES UPWARD FROM THE 
TANK OF LIQUEFIED GAS. 

XE 


A MENTAL WAIL OF TERROR AND DESPAIR 
ARISES PROM JHE GAHRS 
CHANCE 


THE OPPOSING ; iG OF 
THE MYSTIC REALAS AND fi> OWN BODY... 


INSIDE IT--AND 
TWO. SPIRIT SHAPES 
CANNOT INHABIT 

THE SAME BODY ! 


I/M--BEING-— — 
WRENCHED--APART! 
IF I DON'T GET 
INSIDE A HUMAN 

BODY SCON--T'LL 

Be DISSIPATED 

FOREVER | 


INEEDA Ano SO--AS DETECTIVE -CAPTAIN JIM UNWITTINGLY UNDER THE 
HOST BODY-- CORRIGAN HANDCUFFS HIS PRISONE CONTROL OF THE PSyvCHic 
QuICK ! AHH-- ; 7) POWERS OF THE GAMBLER'S 
ICAN SENSE HOW ODD THAT THIS MAN ! if y SHOST, TIM CORRIGAN 
SUCH A SHOULD HAVE NO INNER us 7 “ HURRIES TOWARD His CAR 
WARM, LIVING SpiRIT | BUT--oF CouRsE! AND... 
BODY-- NOT. THIS 1S THE HOST BODY ‘ WHAT AN UNEXPECTED 
FAR AWAY | FOR-- THE SPECTRE ! {= DEVELOPMENT ! I FIGURED 
=I MUST ONCE L/MIN IT=——-THE ( ‘s TO ASSUME A NEW IDENTITY- 
SPECTRE WILL BE | BUT NEVER IMAGINED IT 
CUT OFF FROM HIS ‘See WOULD HAPPEN TH/s WAY! 
OWN BODY / ol I'LL MAKE MY PITCH FOR 
’ MONA MARCY-- AS 


MOMENTS LATER , THE THESE HOOPLUMS ! ODD HE SHOULD 

SPECTRE |S AMAZED To JUST LEAVE THEM HERE ! AND WHY 

SEE HIS ALTER EGO SPEED DIDN'T HE CALL AN AMBULANCE 

AWAY FROM THE SCENE... TO PICK UP ACE CHANCE AND, 
RUSH HIM TO A HOSPITAL = 

KY HUMAN SELF LEAVING GUESS Z/LL HAVE TO raf 

THE PREMISES --ALONE 2 FINISH LIP HERE | 

HAS JIM FORGOTTEN THE hee 

TIP HE RECEIVED ABOUT A 

MUSEUM ROBBERY HERE 2 


LOOK--ITS THE \ BOOK ‘EM FOR ASSAULT 
SPECTRE AND BATTERY, OFFICERS! 
I HAVE TO RUSH A MAN 
OVER TO THE 
HOSPITAL ! 


THE MARINE Ee Cong iN THE H WII t AE-FACE * 
SOMEWHAT LATER TAG MAGNIFICENT RU fausies * F-FORMING 
sToP EERIE LIGHTS G ie AROUND THE 
THESE JEWELS ) TALKING ! 
ANO START HEYY--THEM. GEMS 
C\ TAKING [ ARE--STARING UP 
AT ME--LIKE A 
PAIR OF EYES | 


THE SPECTRE! TLL PUMP 
YOU SO FULLA LEAD--YOU'LL 
bE eee 


Surpi He BSS . : ; =o — f/ THE SMCKE-- 

TURNED : ; ae HITTING ME -- 
THE BULLETS safe We ig FEELS LIKE | 
TQ PUFFS, OF & ; : (BI SOLID LEAD! 


I'LL ANCHOR 
HIM TOTHE - 
47 FLOOR I 


(WHY SH 
YOu, RAGH 
MCR 


|) THE CHARGE IS 
SPECTRE & AT IT ATTEMPTED 
AGAIN | net a nate 4 Nic 
BROUGHT TIM 


THREE MORE. ae 


WHY SHOULD ALL THIS ACTIVITY 
WEAKEN ME SO <= I BETTER 
RETURN INTO MY HOST BODy-- 
RENEW MY SPECTRAL POWERS-— 


THE GROUND IS QUIVERING-~- 
BUILDINGS STARTING TO 
SHAKE !-A TERRIBLY DE- 


UL 
STRUCTIVE EARTHQUAKE IS TECTIVE == DEEP INTO THE 
UNDER WAY ! MY JIM SOLID CUTER MANTLE AND 
CORRIGAN CONTACT PLASTIC INNER ZONE BELOW 
WILL HAVE TO WAIT... GATEWAY CITY... 


THE PRESSURES THAT BUILD 
DEEP IN THE PLANETS 
MOLTEN CORE CAUSE THE 
EARTH'S CRUST TO SHIFT ] 
AT TIMES, RESULTING IN 
VIBRATIONS THAT CALISE 
TREMORS AND EARTH - 


BUT BY ACTING AS A SAFETY VALNE- 
I CAN RELIEVE THOSE PRESSURES 
BY LETTING OFF THOSE ENERGIES 


NOW TO PUSH 1 
THOSE ROCK FAULTS 
BACK TOGETHER=-| 
CEMENT THEM WITH 

MAY SPECTRAL 
ENERGIES --SO 
THEY CANT 
SLIDE APART 
AGAIN! 


WEN He RIGES HALE WAY AS A BULLFIGHTER EXECUTES A "Aiss” ————— 
OUT OF THE GROUND... SO THE GHOSTLY GLIARDIAN FLASHES Foe 
. HIS CAPE ... CE SSS 

A TORNACO ! AND GATEWAY ILL ture JZ 

ITY 1S RIGHT IN ITS PATH ! THE TORNADO AFTER MY GE: 

I--I USED LIP CONSIDERABLE CLOAK--LET IT WASTE ITS 

POWER STOPPING THAT EARTH- FURIES IN THE OPEN FIELDS! 

QUAKE | I HOPE I HAVE pel | TAKING SUCH DEEP CON- 2 

ENOUGH LEFT-— CENTRATION TO DO THIS! 
; NEVER FELT SO WEAK 
BEFORE... 


AND THEN--EVEN cae —™_ eh 2 WOW WHAT 
AS THE REVOLVING. ¥ : ee }] TREES --APPARENTLY--| 
VORTEK HARMLESSLY p Y4, GONE WILD! REACH- 
SWIRLS AWAY,,- c ING OUT THEIR BRANCHE: 

- : ; TO GRAS ie --STRANGLE 


THE WONDER WRAITH CALLS Oye 7 SO MANY DISASTERS 
UPON HIS DWINDLING ERGS 1 HAPPENING--ONE& AFTER 
OF ENERGY TO GRIP THOSE THE OTHER ! IT CAN'T 
CRUNCHING BRANCHES -— ff aw : BE COINCIDENCE'! 
SNAP AND WRENCH THEW | 2 SOMEONE IS CAUSING. 
APART... bs : THEM-~AND INVOLVING! 
Ee - | ME # BUT--WHY 2 


Sears Mery 

‘OOD YEARS IVE \ 
| WASTED MAY TALENTS 

AS A OFTECTIVE ! 
NOW Z'M GOING 


RESIGNING FROM ‘LM TIRED OF YOU, TOO, 

THE POLICE FORCE Z } SPECTRE / GO HALINT 

WHAT'S GOT INTO ( A HOUSE OR SOME- 
you = THING ! 


SOME OTHER SPIRIT- BEING 
HAS DISPLACED MEIN HIS 
Bopy ! IS THAT THE d 
REASON I'VE BEEN SO 
TERRIBLY WEAKENED BY 

MY BATTLES WITH THE GQ 
EARTHQUAKE, TORNADO 

ANO TREES--SO I CAN'T 
FORCE MY WAY BACK IN 2 


THERE--THAT'LL SAVE THE 
LUMBERIACKS THE TROUBLE 
TNS ete 


TIM'S AT POLICE 
HEADQUARTERS 1+ 


@ 


WHAT'S THis 2 
. HAS TIM 
FLIPPED-- # 


TO MAKE MATTERS 


Hi ASIF 
THE SPIRIT- BEING 
WITHIN HIM HAD 
DRAWN ON THE 
ENTIRE EVIL OF 
THE WORLD TO 
PROTECT ITSELF 
FROM ME ! 


THAT SPIRIT- BEING 
MUST --AST 
KNOW--THAT EVIL 
DEEDS GENERATE 


A SPECIAL RADIATION— 


ENERGY OF TREMEN- 
DOUS POWER ! 
WEAK ANDO ALONE 


BUT I KNOW WHERE 
I CAN GET HELP! 
FOR JUST AS EVIL 
CREATES STS OWN 


SO DO G 
PEELS GWE 


KEERS THE EVIL 
ENERGY IN CHECK ! 


A RELIGIOUS SERVICE -- 


HE CROPS COWN- 
WARC TO A SUNG 

CLEARING WHE 
A PEALE 


TO A HOSPITAL ... 


ALL. THIS GOOD 
SHALL BE USED 
TO FIGHT EVIL... 


‘ NOW TO SEE WHETHER THAT 
MY FORTUNE — EVIL BARRIER AROUND 
HUNTING DAYS JIM CORRIGAN CAN 
ARE OVER... WITHSTAND THE GCOoD 
RADIATION ’VE 
ABSORBED / 


was to ils 
INSIANT,, 


$i 
ween NAT. 


THE DISCARNATE PETECTIVE DIGS HIS DIGITS DEEP INTO THE 
FRAME OF JIM CORRIGAN | HIS SPECTRAL FINGERS TIGHTEN -- 
YANK OUT AND LIPWARD-- BRINGING THE GAYOST OF ACE 
CHANCE WITH THEM ! AS THESE PSYCHIC PERSONALITIES 
COME INTO CONFLICT, THE BODY OF THE DETECTIVE-CAPTAIN 
SLUMPS LINCONSCIOUS, UNABLE TO WITHSTAND THEIR, 

AWESOME FORCES ! as 


BENEATH THE SPECTRE -- KNOW THAT I NOW 
STRUGGLING i : POSSESS) THE KNOWLEDGE ga 
SHADES, THE a fi OF THE AGES! NOTHING IS g 
GROUND oe , BEYOND MY POWERS TO @ 
SHIVERS -~- ACCOMPLISH ! WITNESS & 
SHIMMERS-- ; WHAT I AM CAUSING TO ¢ 
CHANGES / d 7 HAPPEN BELOW! . 


SHAPE... 


Rm TSE ORNAT \ ~ I HAVE LEARNED MUCH FROM 
ie Os AND yy ded ¥ ‘THE EVIL ENERGIES OF EARTH! 
MYSTIC ying OF i\ . NOW I SHALL PUT MY 
N as WISDOM TO 


IORK--BY CALLING ON 
BASILISKS TO 


YOU'RE NOT LEAVING YET, GOT TO ESCAPE HIS 
GHOST ! I NEED You % y : CLUTCHES --CARRY 
OVERCOME COME, THES Ee - Our MY SCHEME | 
lens BASIL/SKS ! : 


I'LL USE SOME OF THAT & 
EVIL ENERGY IN YOU--TO ‘4 
CVERCOME THOSE EVIL ¢ 
BEINGS YOU'VE ALLIED °§ 
YOURSELF WITH 


WHICH TO DISSPEL Fe 
DEMONS. «2 gf 


DAT TERED-- BRUISED GET LOST, ¥% 


= f (es) 
JHE WICKED WRAITH: ’ BASILISKS ! BEAT 
SCREAMS AN.ORDE! 


TG 


R.. IT--BEFORE L 
LOSE ALL MY 
Powers ! 


SEN THE WINK OF AN EYE THE 
MAGIC STREET OF THE 
ALCHEMISTS 1S GONE--GIVING 
WAY TO THE DARK RUINS OF 


THE DREAD CHAPEL OF 
SEC; 


PURE ono 


THE CHAPEL OF SECAIRE -- ROBES FLAPPING, THESE MODERN DEVOTEES EVIL: FLING. 
THE SITE OF BLACK MASSES THEMSELVES LIPON THE GWOSTLY GUARDIAN, PER ING 
AND DEMON. WORSHIP IN THE NEB OF THEIR, MAGIC ARTS eee 
PAST !/ ENERGIES CLUSTER 
ABOLIT ITS FIRE-DARKENED 
WALLS. AND EVEN TODAY, THE 
MEMBERS OF CERTAIN SECRET 
CULTS STILL USE THOSE 
BLASPHEMCUS RUINS FOR 
MODERN MISCHIEF... 


7 AND RITHAL LUNAR 
SWORD, AS PARACELSUS’ 
TRIDENT AND THE GREAT: 

+) RING OF GYGES STRIKE 

=} HIM--AN EERIE WEAK - 


THEIR EVIL--SO ~¥ 
ABSOLUTE--so 
OVERPOWERING -= 
BLOTTING OUT MY 

ASTRAL SENSES! , 


I NEED A WEAPON-- NOW I’M FREE TO 
TO FIGHT EVIL WITH = PROCEED WITH MY 
EVIL | Pa PLAN... 


AS SPARKS FLARE 
WHEN TWO Live 

WIRES TOUCH-~- 

SO ARE EVIL ENERGIES 
RELGASEC WHEN THESE 
OBTECTS COME IN CONTACT ! 


STRUGGLING FURIOUSLY, THE GHOST- BEING) 
CALLS. UPON THE WITCHES AND WARLOCKS 

EARTH--THOSE PRACTIONERS OF ANCIE 
EVIL WHO STILL LURK IN REMOTE CORNERS 
OF THE GLO! 


—l BY THE EVIL THAT 
GIVES YOU POW 


IPECTRE iN 
THEIR, FLAMING CLASP... 
oo = SPECTRE ; flan a dy ull 
Y PIRE- FLOWER ! 
MATTER WHERE YOU 
; 60, SPECTRE / THERE 
IS NO ESCAPE FROM 


THEM | HA! YAS 


-AND AS THE COLD Saint 
aes ABOVE THE ie 


LOWER -— 
DRENCH ITS EVIL INA ARAN 
OF GOODNESS 


‘i qi 


TA ON 
ELL --EVER SINCE THEY 
WERE BANISHED FROM THE y 
HAUNTS OF MEN ! 


YOUR BOOM |S AT HAND, 
SPECTRE f HERE COMES 
WINGED SORABORL, 
ELEMENTAL BEING QNCE 
WORSHIPPED BY EARTH 
~ PAGANS... 


42 


— 


JHE ELORTICH TERROR 
HURLS ITSELF UPON THE 
GHOSTLY GUAROIAN-- 
AND FOR TORTUROUS 
MOMENTS PSYCHO-MATTER 
BObY BATTLES INCARNATE! 


EVEN I WITH ALL MY POWERS. COULD 
NEVER DEFEAT THIS HORRENDOUS 
CREATURE ! BUT WITH MY EVERY 

VICTORY OVER THE FORCES OF 

EVIL WHICH THE GHOST OF Ace 

CHANCE SLUMMONEO UP AGAINST! 

ME--I GREW STRONGER AND 

STRONGER IN GCODNESS ! 

NOW TAM ABLE TO FIGHT | 

SORABORL!-- AND WIN 


UNTIL FINALLY-- | THERE YOU SHALL STAY-- 
BY EXTENDING FROZEN TO INERTNESS, 
HIMSELF BEYOND | ALL LIFE INSIDE YOL) AT 
THE GALAKY -- A STANDSTILL -- FOREYER 
OUTSIDE THE ' 
BORDERS OF 
SPACE AND TIME 
TO THE BLACK 
ULTIMATE WHERE 
NOTHING CAN 

EX|ST... 


NOW ‘THAT I'VE DRAINED YOU OF THE WHAT A FOOL 
EVIL ENERGIES YOU ABSORBED ON EARTH-- 
CI SO ERE BELON 


WHERE YOU'LL LOSE YOUR SUPER-— ) FEA 

NATURAL POWERS AND BE YOLIR SPEC 
NORMAL SELF | BUT ITS TOO 
Saas : (LATE ! OR--IS 1TZ 


TOWARD THE HOSPITAL WHERE Ace 
CHANCE IS RECUPERATING COMES 
THE WONDER WRATH AND His 
PRISONER... ae SIE 


GOOD! THEN IN 
YOU GO, GHosT! 


AS SPECTRE CARRIED ME HERE-- 
BY THE LAST TRACE OF EVIL ENERGY 
STILL WITHIN ME--I SUMMONED 

THE BODY CF JIM CORRIGAN 
HERG AND TELEPORTED THE 

BODY OF ACE CHANCE BACK 
TO CORRIGAN'S PLACE ! 


TO CONCEAL THE GWITCH-OVER, L 
CREATED AN ILLUSION OF MY 
FORMER BODY--SO JIM CORRIGAN 


REGAIN MY FORMER POWERS 
AND~-=- DESTROY HIM ! 


I’M REMCYING THE ZZLUS/(ON 
YOU PLACED OVER THE BOpYy 


f OF SIM CORRIGAN TO TRICK 
F i ME INTO PUTTING YOU INTO IT ! 


AS THE CISCARIVATE DETEC- LaTeR, AFTER ACE CHANCE — 
TVE THRUSTS THE See iS NOW-HARML ESS : 
BACK a THE BODY OF A SPIRIT BEING. HAS BEEN 
CHANCE! RETURNED TO THE HOST 


FoR FURTHER TREATMENT... 
CANCELLING MY 


FORTUNATELY, I SAW IT: 
JUST IN TIME f 


ww AND THAT MEANT. 
SNATCHING IT AWAY FROM A 
BEAUTY CONTEST WINNER.7 
ea TO GAIN HIS CROWNING viCTOR 
e: TO CLAW HIS WAY PAST 


